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“Anyone who enjoyed (obvious predecessors) A.S. Byatt’s Possession or
Josephine Tey’s The Daughter of Time will be suitably charmed? and
enlightened...Literate, polished literary entertainment.” ? Kirkus Reviews

“Makes the Shakespear e author ship controver sy asriveting as any film noir
plot bursting with bodies. ”? PW (featured interview)

CHASING Shakespeares

a novel by Sarah Smith

CHASING

From an author the San Francisco Chronicle calls “daring and splendid” and the
New York Times Book Review calls an “exquisite stylist” and “seductive storyteller”
comes a passionate tale about the glory of historical discovery and the love of William
Shakespeare.

With CHASING SHAKESPEARES (Atria Books hardcover, price $24.00,
publication date June 17, 2003), Sarah Smith tackles one of the great controversiesin
literary academia: Who wrote Shakespeare? Two warring young graduate students
discover aletter from one W. Shakespeare of Stratford saying he didn’t write the plays.
Delicious Posy Gould, glamorous daughter of a Hollywood producer, insists the letter is
real. Joe Roper, alevelheaded Vermonter and aspiring Shakespeare biographer, is sure
it'saforgery. But when Posy challenges Joe to prove it, they are forced to test not only
who Shakespeare was, but who they are, and how far they are willing to go...
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Smith was in part inspired by a poem she discovered--a big, new, Shakespearean-

sounding poem that she succeeded in ascribing to another of the Shakespeare claimants.
But CHASING SHAK ESPEARES supposes no easy answers to the controversy.
Anyone who loves literature, Shakespeare, and historical and literary detection will be
captivated by this brilliant successor to classics Possession and The Daughter of Time, as
full of dazzle and panache as The Eyre Affair.

“One of those novels that get more subtle the more you think about it.... Chasing
Shakespeares isaremarkable achievement, beautifully written, blending history
and fantasy, past and present, ideas and emotionsinto a ssamless whole that is as
entertaining asit isthought-provoking.”
? lain Pears, author of An Instance of the Fingerpost

“Wonderfully entertaining, thought-provoking, and highly readable...a stunning
combination of fascinating fact and exciting fiction.”
--Sir Derek Jacobi, noted Shakespearean actor

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sarah Smith isthe author of The Vanished Child, The Knowledge of Water? both New
York Times Book Review Notable Books of the Year? and A Citizen of the Country. Her
books are published in fourteen languages and have reached bestseller lists here and
abroad. Smith received her Ph.D. in English from Harvard University, studied at the
University of London, has been a Fulbright Scholar and a Mellon Fellow, and honed her
knowledge of the academic world teaching at Tufts, BU, and Northeastern. She currently
livesin Brookline, MA. Visit Sarah Smith at www.chasingshakespeares.com.
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